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Dear friends and partners,

We are pleased to provide a brief summary of the 
activities of the A.M. Qattan Foundation’s programmes 
and projects during the 2011 fiscal year (1/4/2011 - 
31/3/2012) in Palestine and the United Kingdom, as 
well as in other countries where joint interventions  
were established. We hope that you find the report 
interesting.

We would welcome  your comments and suggestions  
on our work, envisaging that these will inform our 
future work programme in the framework of the 
Foundation’s objectives.

With greetings from the Board of Trustees and 
Foundation staff!

Autumn 2012

Untitled (detail) by Syrian artist Fadi 
Yazigi, included in his exhibition, Che, 
Angel, It’s Me, Donkey,The Mosaic 
Rooms, October 2011
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Revenues and Expenditures 

The Foundation’s total revenues for the year ending 31 March 2012 amount-
ed to £3,487,863. Of this, £2,194,125 was funded by the Al-Qattan family. 
Total external contributions for co-funded projects amounted to £1,199,818. 
The Mosaic Rooms’ revenues amounted to £74,802, and a further £19,118 
came from other sources. 
 
 

Programmes’ expenses for the year ending 31 March 2012

Administration Qattan Centre for Educational Qattan Centre for the Culture and Arts  Other  Total  
 Research and Development Child Programme

£ 287,823 £ 837,576 £ 1,188,340 £ 974,735 £ 42,739 £ 3,331,213

Revenues for the year ending 31 March 2012

 Al-Qattan Family The Mosaic Rooms External  Other Income  Total
  London  Funding 

 £  2,194,125 £ 74,802 £ 1,199,818 £ 19,118 £ 3,487,863

Al-Qattan Family 63%
External Funding 34% 
The Mosaic Rooms 2% 
Other Income 1%

Qattan Centre for the Child 36% 
Culture and Arts Programme 29%
Qattan Centre for Educational 
Research and Development 25%
Administration 9% 
Other 1% 

FINANCIAL 
REPORT

Net Assets 

The balance of net assets at the end of the current year came to £2,990,814, of which 
£2,956,688 were restricted net assets, and £34,126 unrestricted. 

The Foundation’s accounts have been audited by “PricewaterhouseCoopers” in Palestine 
and by “Kingston Smith” in the United Kingdom.

The Foundation’s total expenditures amounted to £3,532,692 of which £201,479 
were expended on fixed assets and £3,331,213 on programmes and administra-
tive expenses.
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From the play Khataya 
produced by the Popular Art 
Centre, with support from the 
Qattan Fund for Performing 
Arts 2010

Grip and lighting equipment, 
part of the Audiovisual Unit

From the play In the Penal 
Colony produced by Shiberhur, 
with support from the Qattan 
Fund for Performing Arts 2011

Cover of the  Muashahatuna 
music album by Palestinian 
National Ensemble of Arabic 
Music, produced by Al 
Kamandjâti Association with 
support from the Qattan Fund 
for Performing Arts 2011

CULTURE
AND ARTS
PROGRAMME

This report summarises the work of the different units of the Culture 
and Arts Programme (CAP), which covered various arts fields across vast 
geographical areas over the last fiscal year. CAP worked vigorously to assert 
the operational foundations of Gaza Music School (GMS) in administrative, 
academic and artistic terms, and these invaluable efforts enabled the 
handover of the School to Birzeit University’s Edward Said National 
Conservatory of Music. CAP succeeded in enhancing the Foundation’s 
intervention in the audio-visual field by acquiring necessary lighting and 
grip equipment and making it available to audio-visual practitioners, as well 
as continuing to support the production of new short fiction films.

Finally, we recognise the immense efforts of our colleagues at the Mosaic 
Rooms, who have rapidly raised its profile as a prominent cultural space 
presenting Arab contemporary arts and culture to London audiences. The 
success of the Mosaic Rooms is due to the dedication of its staff and quality 
of events it organises, which are attracting an ever-growing audience and 
gaining major media attention.

The top achievements of CAP across its various units during the past fiscal 
year are summarised below.

The Arts and Literature Unit

Performing Arts
 
The unit continued to support the performing arts field in numerous ways, 
mainly through the Qattan Fund for Performing Arts, which makes an 
important contribution to the development of this sector, enhancing its 
capacity and increasing the quality and quantity of its productions. The 
Qattan Fund has awarded 17 grants in production, specialised training and 
promotion and a new round of grants has recently been announced. Also, 
18 scholarships were granted to students majoring in music and various 
performing arts including theatre and dance in universities worldwide, 
including in the US, the UK, France, Germany and Syria.
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From the photo exhibition 
Postcard from Tahrir Square 
by Eduardo Castaldo

From Ruqayya Al-Lulu’s 
exhibition Under the Sky at 
the Eltiqa’ Artists’ House in 
Gaza

A training workshop organised 
by the Arab Puppet Theatre 
Foundation in Lebanon, with 
support from the Qattan Fund 
for Performing Arts 2011

From Mohammed Al-
Madhoun’s exhibition Power 
and the Challenge of Time 
at the Qattan Centre for the 
Child in Gaza

In addition, the Culture and Arts 
Programme variously supported, 
and/ or collaborated with and/
or organised 34 programmes of 
performing arts encompassing 
various music, theatre and dance 
events, including 10 music, dance 
and theatre festivals, and 8 
training workshops. Highlights 
included a contemporary dance 
show entitled “Documentation 
#3, Palestine” by Japanese artist 
Yoshiko Shoma; “Munyati”, 
a concert featuring vocalist 
Nai Barghouthi, supervised 
by musician Khaled Jubran; 
“Jerusalem Underground 
Festival”, a four-show tour of 
William Shakespeare’s “The 
Tempest” organised by British 
theatre company “The Jericho 
House”; Wadi Sha’ir Arts and 
Culture Festival in the town 
of Anabta near Tulkarm; 
various events held in “Wein 
A Ramallah 3”; “Birzeit Fourth 
Heritage Week”; the “Palestine 
International Festival for Dance 
and Music 2011”, in its 13th  
edition, and the “Ramallah 
Contemporary Dance Festival 
2011”, its sixth run.

Further, in partnership with 
the Flemish Royal Theatre from 
Brussels, CAP organised the 
seventh round of the Performing 
Arts Summer School (PASS), which 
was held in Talitha Qumi school 
in Beit Jala from 29 July to 26 
August 2012. PASS 2012 hosted 
eleven participants from previous 
rounds, along with five artists 
from Belgium, supervised by 
Hildegard De Vuyst (dramaturge), 
Bart Danckaert (director) and 
Nisreen Nafa’ (project manager).

The PASS participants worked 
on a joint theatre production 
entitled “Keffiyeh: Made in 
China”, based on scripts by young 

Palestinian writer and PASS 
participant Dalia Taha and Belgian 
artist Joris Van den Brande. The 
premier was staged at the Royal 
Flemish Theatre in Brussels on 
24 March 2012, followed by six 
other shows in the same theatre. 
The Belgo-Palestinian production 
received vast media coverage 
by major European newspapers. 
The production was also staged 
across Palestinian cities during the 
second half of April 2012. 
 
 
Visual Arts

In addition to organising the 
first phase of the  Young Artist 
of the Year Award 2012, and 
the /si:n/ Festival for Video Art 
and Performance, (which hosted 
a rich and diverse programme 
with the participation of several 
local and European institutions), 
CAP variously supported, 
collaborated with or organised 
14 art exhibitions, including an 
exhibition of works by artist Maha 
Shahin in Mustafa Ali Gallery in 
Damascus, and a photo exhibition 
entitled “Postcard from Tahrir 
Square” by Italian photographer 
Eduardo Castaldo held in the 
Foundation offices and the 
Khalil Sakakini Cultural Centre in 
Ramallah.

CAP also supported the first solo 
exhibition of Ruqaia Al-Lulu 
entitled “Under the Sky”, which 
was organised at Eltiqa Artists 
House in Gaza; and the first solo 
exhibition of Mohammed El-
Madhoun entitled “Power and 
Challenges of Time” which was 
hosted at the Qattan Centre for 
the Child in Gaza. 
 
 
 

Literature

CAP organised the  Young Writer 
of the Year Award 2011 in novel 
and theatre scripts. Based on jury 
recommendations, the award 
was withheld in both categories. 
However, incentive prizes were 
awarded to several works, 
amongst which were “These Are 
the Bullets I Love” by Hani AlSalmi 
of with a recommendation to 
publish the work; “Two Women 
and a Mirror” by Nasma Al-
Aklouck; and “Oppressed...But” 
by Raed Ghneim. All three writers 
are from Gaza. Special merit was 
awarded to two theatre scripts:  
“One Face of Two Rains” by Sana’ 
al-Shaalan from Jordan; and 
“Improbable Improvisations” by 
Abdul Fattah Shihadah from Gaza.

CAP supported, collaborated 
with and/or organised eight 
literary events, including the 
launch and book signing of a 
collection of short stories entitled 
“Typographical Mistake”, by Israa 
Kalash, who received the Young 
Writer Award for short story 
category in 2010. It also supported 
three literary readings of the 
novel “She, I and Autumn” by 
Salman Natour,  and it organised 
and hosted  a literary meeting 
with Iraqi writer Samuel Shimon. 
Shimon spoke of the status quo 
of modern Arab literature and 
literary translation, noting the 
key role Banipal Magazine played 
in translating literary works 
to English. Shimon gave the 
lecture during a visit to Palestine,  
sponsored by CAP, which was part 
of his preparations to dedicate a 
double issue of Banipal Magazine 
next fall to Palestinian literature.

CAP supported the Second 
Literature Conference, themed 
“Arabic, Constant and Variable in 
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the Age of Globalisation”, held by 
the Arabic Language department 
at Hebron University, and the 6th 
Literature Conference, “Palestinian 
Culture before the Nakba”, 
convened by the Arabic Language 
department at Bethlehem University.
 
 
Narrating Gaza

An independent semi-voluntary 
editing jury supervises this website 
which was launched in the wake of 
the Israeli aggression on the Gaza 
Strip in winter 2008. The website 
is regularly updated with diverse 
written and visual contributions. 
 

Art and Literary 
Residencies 

Seven young artists supported and 
nominated by CAP joined several 
art residencies, including the Cite 
Internationale Des Arts in Paris. As 
part of the Foundation’s partnership 
with the Welfare Association, the 
French Consulate and the Palestinian 
Ministry of Culture, Mohammad 
Abu Sul, Sharif Sarhan and Maha 
al-Dayeh, all from Gaza, joined 
the residency. Al-Dayeh is the first 
female artist from the Gaza Strip 
and the second Palestinian female 
artist participating in this residency 
since it commenced over a decade 
ago.

Further, a grant in the fields of 
cinema and performing arts, 
presented by Paris Municipality in 
partnership with the Foundation 
and the French Consulate in 
Jerusalem, gave the opportunity 
to Ramzi Hazboun of Bethlehem/
Ramallah, Farah Saleh of Ramallah 
to join Cite Internationale Des Arts. 
Furthermore, young artist Ibrahim 
Jawabreh of Arroub/Ramallah 
joined the Cittadellarte residency 

in Italy. CAP further supported the 
participation of five other artists 
in art events in several European 
countries including Germany, Italy 
and Poland.

Publications

In partnership with Al-Ahlia 
for Publishing and Distribution 
(Amman/Beirut), and as part of the 
Young Writer of the Year Award, 
several winning literary works were 
published, including a collection of 
poems entitled “Liwa” by Asmaa 
Azaizeh, “Less Metaphor” by Dalia 
Taha, “The Mistake” by Abdullah 
Abu Shmais, “Typographical 
Mistake”, a collection of short 
stories by Israa Kalash, “Cherries or 
Red Fruit for Cheesecake” by Saleem 
al-Beik, and “I am Jerusalemite”, a 
novel by Alaa Muhanna. 

Guest House

The Guest House hosted 22 guests 
from different countries including 
Britain, Japan and France within 
this reporting period. Most guests 
were artists working on art projects 
and engaged in various initiatives 
with Palestinian civil society 
organisations.  

The cast of “Keffiyeh: Made in 
China” play, a Belgo-Palestinian  
co-production in partnership 
with the Royal Flemish Theatre

From the /si:n/ Festival for Video 
Art and Performance

Closing performance 
of William Shakespeare’s 
The Tempest” by Jericho 
House Group, UK

From the “Dreams for Sale” 
performance by Palestine Circus 
School
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The Audio-Visual Unit

The Production Support 
Project

Short /medium fiction film 
support
Based on recommendations by 
a specialised jury, production 
grants were provided to each 
of the following film projects: 
“Mourning” by Rama Miri’ of 
Ramallah, “No Exit” by Mohannad 
Yaqubi of Gaza/Ramallah, “Stolen 
Dawn” by Ramzi Hazboun of 
Bethlehem.

Two productions were filmed 
as part of the second round of 
the Production Support Project: 
“Maqloubeh” by Nicolas Damuni 
of Beirut/Paris which was 
produced in Cairo, and “Ismail” by 
Nora al-Sharid of Amman which 
was produced in Jordan. The films 
“Flower Seller” by Ehab Jadallah 
and “The Well” by Ahmad Habash, 
which were produced during the 
first round, were premiered. Also, 
the production and premier of 
“Haneen” by Ossama Bawardi of 
Nazareth shortly followed.

Lighting and Grip Unit 
The Foundation acquired lighting 
equipment and extra apparatus to 
complete the grip unit. Necessary 
policies, forms, and agreements 
were finalised in order to put this 
equipment in the service of the 
cinema industry either by lending 
at competitive prices or for free as 
part of the productions grant.

As part of the agenda to develop 
a cinema culture, the Unit 
collaborated with the Popular 
Art Centre’ cinema club to 
organise film screenings and 
related cinematic events hosting 

specialists to discuss films with an 
audience. 
 

Gaza Music School
 
As planned, the Foundation 
handed over the Gaza Music 
School to the Board of Trustees 
of Birzeit University / Edward Said 
National Conservatory of Music 
after taking all necessary steps and 
arrangements to ensure a smooth 
transition. Upon handover, the 
number of students enrolled in 
the school was 126, learning nine 
different musical instruments 
(oud, qanon, violin, piano, 
guitar, trumpet, cello, percussion 
and Nai). GMS staff comprised 
15 trainers equipped with the 
necessary educational and musical 
resources. 

Last year, immense effort was 
put into capacity-building 
training, expansion of resources, 
developing music trainers’ 
skills and efficiency, as well as 
promoting the School’s role in the 
musical life of Gaza through its 
participation in several musical 
events, and through the heavy 
local and international media 
coverage the School has gained. 5 
of the GMS received five awards, 
including the first, second and 
third prizes in the Palestine 
National Music Competition, 
thereby raising its standard and 
promoting its academic status.

Part of Al Kamandjati’s Music 
Days Festival organised at 
Qalandia checkpoint in 2011

Husam Abed during a training 
workshop organised by Dafa 
Puppet Theatre in Palestinian 
refugee camps in Jordan

Daniel Barenboim during his 
visit to Gaza Music School 
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The year 2011-12 has been our busiest and most successful annual reporting 
period since opening, during which we more than trebled our attendance 
figures, increased the regularity of our talks and literary events, multiplied 
the number of partnerships with local and international institutions 
and, above all, established ourselves as the main independent forum 
for high quality and avant-garde Arab culture in London. This has given 
us the confidence to host the 2013 edition of Shubbak, The Festival of 
Contemporary Arab Culture, launched in 2011 by the Mayor of London and 
now an independent trust supported by the Foundation. 

During this period, there were two resounding votes of confidence of which 
we are particularly proud: our first Arts Council grant for the 2011 autumn 
season and a glowing survey from our visitors by the Audiences London 
agency which indicated a rate of over 97% visitor satisfaction. 
 

A major programme of events in the visual arts, 
literature, politics and film
 
The following were the highlights of our 2011-12 programme:
 
Young Artist Award, Such Stuff as Dreams are Made on: (Part II 8-21 April) 
A two-part show by finalists of the Foundation’s 2010 Young Artist Award. 
The second part of the show was generously supported by the Ben Brahim 
Family. 

John Halaka, Landscapes of Desire (6-25 May). First UK exhibition of recent 
drawings by renowned American activist artist John Halaka. 
 
Mohammad Joha, Dreams in Black and White (3-22 June). First UK solo 
exhibition by the Foundation’s 2004 Young Artist Award winner. 
 
Rania Matar, A Girl and Her Room (1-23 July). Matar’s second solo exhibition 
at the Mosaic Rooms and the first time this series of photographs was 
shown in the UK. Part of the Mayor of London’s 2011 Shubbak Festival. 
 

THE
MOSAIC
ROOMS

Part of the exhibition Che, 
Angel, It’s Me, Donkey by 
Fadi Yazigi

From the exhibition Iraq: How, 
Where, For Whom? by Iraqi 
artist Hanaa’ Malallah and 
British duo kennardphillipps

Artist Mohammed Joha stands 
by one of his paintings, part 
of his Exhibition Dreams in 
Black and White

John Halaka – Landscapes of 
Desire 

“Inspiring and 
thoughtful”

Rania Matar – A Girl and her 
Room 

“How intriguing and 
refreshingly honest”
“Poignant, beautiful, 
perfectly capturing the 
essence of adolescence”

Nedda El-Asmar – The Passion 
of Simplicity 

“Beautiful work, a 
huge achievement, very 
elegantly displayed”
“Less is more is true - 
lovely exhibition”

The National on The Mosaic 
Rooms 

“The Mosaic Rooms, 
the London gallery that 
regularly brings the 
cream of contemporary 
artists from the Middle 
East to the UK”

Liberal Democrat Friends of 
Palestine on Mohammed Joha’s 
Dreams in Black and White 

“This is not just about 
lost childhood but lost 
humanity”
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AUTUMN AT THE MOSAIC 
ROOMS 
 
Nedda El-Asmar, The Passion of 
Simplicity (9-28 Sep). A collaboration 
with the Design Museum Ghent, 
the exhibition included over 100 
high-end domestic objects by the 
award-winning Belgian-Palestinian 
designer. Our first design exhibition 
was part of the London Design 
Festival. 

Fadi Yazigi, Che, Angel, It’s me, 
Donkey (7-28 Oct). First UK solo 
show by the Syrian painter and 
sculptor. To coincide with Yazigi’s 
caustic and brilliant show, the 
Rooms hosted a panel discussion on 
the future of Syria, in association 
with the New Statesman magazine 
and launched young Syrian writer 
Fadi Azzam’s novel Sarmada in its 
English translation, in association 
with Swallow Editions. 

Ariella Azoulay, From Palestine to 
Israel (4 Nov-1 Dec). An exhibition 
of rarely-seen photographs from the 
Israeli state archive documenting 
the first years of the state and its 
relationship with the remaining 
Palestinians. In tandem with this 
show, Dr Francis Gooding spoke on 
archival and colonial film; Adam 
Broomberg on photography and 
power; Michel Khleifi on the uses 
and abuses of archive film and 
Ghada Karmi on Israel’s dilemma 
in Palestine. Eyal Sivan screened 
his film Jaffa and the Orange’s 
Clockwork and Azoulay gave a 
tour to a group of students from 
University College London as well as 
to two secondary school classes. 

Autumn at the Mosaic 
Rooms was supported by 
the Arts Council England.

A Tribute To Adonis (3 Feb-30 Mar).
First UK exhibition of the great 
Syrian poet’s drawings, to coincide 
with a week-long celebration of his 
poetic, philosophical and literary 
work. Adonis read with his award-
winning translator Khaled Mattawa 
and discussed Sufism, Arabic poetics, 
Syrian politics, Islamic history and 
theology as well as his own brilliant 
literary career with Hans Ulrich 
Obrist, Omar Al-Qattan and Yang 
Lian. 

Miscellaneous literary and other 
cultural events:  
In addition to the regular 
programme, Iraqi poet Fawzi Karim 
read from his Plague Lands poetry 
collection; Palestinian novelist 
and BBC journalist Anwar Hamed 
gave a talk on his Hungarian 
and Arabic novels; James Mather 
launched Pashas; The Egyptian 
Youth Coalition gave a talk on the 
January 2011 revolution; Beit Al 
Karamah women’s cooking school 
project in Nablus held a family day 
fundraiser; A panel of curators 
and critics discussed art prizes in 
an evening supported by Abraaj 
Capital Art Prize; Lebanese novelist 
Jad El Hage launched One day in 
April, his most recent novel; and 
Iraqi novelist Luay Abdulilah read 
extracts from his novel Comedy 
of Divine Love. Selma Dabbagh 
launched her first novel, Out of 
It, in association with Bloomsbury 
Publishing; Ahdaf Soueif presented 
Cairo: My City, Our Revolution 
again with Bloomsbury Publishing; 
Wael Ghonim spoke about his book 
Revolution 2.0 in association with 
the New Statesman; Caecilia Pieri 
gave our first architecture talk 
on modernist architecture in 20th 
century Baghdad; Somalian poet 
Caasha Luul Mohammed Yusuf read 
some of her work in association with 
the Poetry Translation Centre; and

From exhibition The Passion 
of Simplicity by Nedda El-
Asmar 

Syrian poet and artist Adonis in 
conversation with poet Khaled 
Muttawa as part of A Tribute 
to Adonis

Adonis Artist’s Book, ink on 
paper, 39cmx19.5cm

From Palestine to Israel

“Compelling, sad, an 
amazing collection of 
photographs”
“A profoundly moving 
exhibition and testament 
to the displacement of a 
people and destruction 
of its cultural heritage”
“Incredible! Thank you 
for such an informative 
and important exhibition 
of this tragedy”

Adonis

“Very mystical, great 
harmony in poetry and 
writing”
“Simple, but genius! 
Merci”
“Moving experience – 
really wonderful”
“Breathtaking, the 
poetry was immensely 
moving”

Fadi Yazigi – Che, Angel, It’s 
Me, Donkey 

“A truly amazing 
experience”
“A very important show 
for us to witness in 
London”
“Very illuminating”

The National on Nedda El 
Asmar’s A Passion for Simplicity  

“Pure and simple”
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a children’s story-telling event was 
held with author Wafa Tarnowska.

The Mosaic Rooms also participated 
in a Royal Borough of Kensington 
& Chelsea (RBCK) Arabic-speaking 
networking event, and in the RBKC 
arts and education day aimed at 
local schoolteachers. The Rooms will 
form a major part of the 2012 Nour 
Festival: contemporary art, design, 
film, music and literature from 
the Middle East and North Africa, 
organised by RBCK.

A week-long film festival of new 
Arab Films was held during Shubbak 
2011, in association with the Dubai 
International Film Festival. 

The 2011 Edward Said Annual 
Lecture, sponsored by the 
Foundation and the London Review 
of Books, was given by Professor 
Rashid Khalidi on Human Dignity in 
Jerusalem at The British Museum. 
This year’s lecture was generously 
supported by Samer and Maria 
Cortas. 

 
Residencies:  
All exhibiting artists (except Adonis) 
stayed at the Rooms during the year; 
Indian artist Guari Gill was resident 
during her exhibition at Green 
Cardamon gallery; as were Syrian 
writer Fadi Azzam and Palestinian 
artist Fawzy Emrany (in support of 
the Janet Rady Gallery). Lebanese 
artist Laudi Abilama stayed for 
six weeks while developing a new 
project in London. 

Education:  
An education project around the 
theme a Survival Kit for the 21st 
Century, inspired by one of Nedda 
El-Asmar’s designs, was led by 
designer Dia Batal, and delivered in 
the Sion Manning RC Girls’ School, a 
local secondary school, and also the 
South Camden Community School 
in North London. Laudi Abilama also 
delivered a series of screen-printing 
workshops to another group of 
students at the Sion Manning RC 
Girls’ School. 

From the exhibition A Girl 
and her Room by Rania 
Matar 

Fadi Azzam during the launch of 
his book Sarmada

Debate with the Egyptian Youth 
Coalition

The Independent – Arts – Show 
and Tell: Arabic Art in the UK 
– on Rania Matar’s  A Girl and 
her Room 

“A touching and 
often disquieting 
account of the gulf 
between childhood and 
adulthood”

Literary Review on Adonis

“Visual counterparts of 
his extraordinary verse, 
with dream-like shifts of 
tone and image”

Emel Magazine on Ariella 
Azoulay’s From Palestine to 
Israel 

“A picture is worth a 
thousand words can 
ring no truer than this 
exhibition”
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This report summarises the Centre’s work over the past year on integrating 
its three tracks and partnership efforts between programmes in an attempt 
to translate the Foundation’s vision and its mission into new experiences and 
pedagogies informed by knowledge and practical experience. 

In this context, the Drama in Education Summer School 2011 was 
considered a more developed event than in previous years in terms of 
number of participants and course content. Numerous articles and reading 
materials on drama in education were translated and two books on drama 
were published in order to support the programme researchers and its 
participants.

Furthermore, in light of increased demand from teachers to join the Drama 
in Education Summer School, there was a need to organise a foundation 
course on drama in education. This took place in Palestine and was 
equivalent to the first year level of the Drama in Education Summer School. 

Regarding the Animation in Education Project, as a result of its 
accomplishments and success in recent years, a second project has now been 
developed in cooperation with the Welfare Association., This has three main 
goals: continuing the work with those schools in which animation studios 
were established in 2011, forming a team of teacher-trainers which includes 
teachers who received training from the seven schools that received general 
training last year; and continuing to extend work to new schools.

Another important programme entitled Education through Project–Based 
Learning (EPBL) focuses on developing projects by teachers and students in 
their schools and communities, aiming to raise participants’ understanding 
of the dynamics of their communities. This is part of their educational and 
social empowerment, helping develop their agency for change. Eleven socio-
educational projects were established and eight community partnerships 
were built to support the goals of the programme. This year, the programme 
provided opportunities for teachers and students to generate new 
knowledge on practices to support their societies.  

This report sheds light on the extent of the Centre’s investment in teachers 
by providing them with a space to think, create and produce new knowledge 
based on experience and practice. This is evident in the Centre’s Teacher 
Professional Development Programmes, which cover topics including drama, 
childhood, animation and EPBL.

Qattan Centre for
EDUCATIONAL 
RESEARCH & 
DEVELOPMENT

A drama course for second 
year level teachers, Drama in 
Education Summer School 
2011

From a foundation course 
on using drama in education 
implemented throughout 2011

Training for early childhood 
professionals conducted by Professor 
Luke Abbott on the drama-based 
Mantle of the Expert approach to 
teaching and learning as part of the 
Comprehensive Development of 
Kindergarten Project
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Arts and Education 
Track

Drama in Education 
programme
 
1) The content of the Summer 
School programme was developed 
in light of previous experiences. 
The new content was incorporat-
ed in the Summer School 2012.
 
2) A research seminar group was 
created with seven teachers to 
work on planning, reviewing, 
applying, reading and analys-
ing courses in order to provide a 
detailed study of the advantages 
of using drama and its importance 
in school education.
 
3) Each of the first and second 
year courses was taught by teach-
ers experienced in the area of 
drama in education, with a diver-
sity of methods and approaches 
being covered.
 
4) New sources of knowledge in 
the field of drama in education 
were made available in Arabic. 
These references included studies 
dedicated to each of the school’s 
three-year levels, in addition to 
extra materials and translations 
for teaching for all school levels.
 
5) Another course was run 
throughout the year in Palestine 
in addition to the Summer School 
in Jerash.
 
6) A memorandum of understand-
ing was signed with the Ministry 
of Education and UNRWA to 
facilitate application of drama 
in education principles in the class-
rooms and visits by researchers to 
schools. 

7) Two teachers gave their help to 
the programme, one of whom has 
a Masters degree undertaken with 

support from the Centre and the 
other being a Masters candidate.
 
8) A first draft of a well-rounded 
translation project of materials in 
education, drama, arts and crea-
tivity was prepared.
9) The drama programme sup-
ported other programmes in the 
Centre such as the Early Childhood 
Programme and the Education 
through Project-Based Learning 
Programme. 

10) A growing number of teach-
ers wishing to be enrolled in the 
programme has been reported. 
The number of applicants for this 
year reached 350. 

11) Two fundamental books in 
drama were issued, and are used 
as references for the Drama in 
Education Summer School. 

12) A comprehensive database of 
applicants, students and alumni\
graduates was compiled.
 
 
Animation in Education 

1) Work on Animation in Educa-
tion was established with seven 
schools in the Jerusalem area.  

2) Two festivals were held in 
Jerusalem and Ramallah, where 
dozens of animation films pro-
duced by students were screened 
and workshops on producing ani-
mation films were conducted for 
children, teachers and parents.  
 
3) A vision of the project was de-
veloped for the forthcoming three 
years based on previous achieve-
ments. 

Film culture 

Those involved in the  School Film 
Project prepared 25 short films. 
Five schools (children along with 
their teachers) will participate the 
programme in 2012. 

 
Science and  
Technology Track

First. Comprehensive Develop-
ment of Kindergarten Project
1) This three year project is target-
ing 40 kindergartens in Jerusalem.
 
2) The project focuses on working 
with 80 kindergarten teachers. 
The project also targets the prin-
cipals of these kindergartens so as 
to facilitate the implementation 
of newly acquired pedagogies.
 
3) The first stage of training was 
completed and practical applica-
tions have been initiated in as-
signed schools. 
 
4) A team of teachers who were 
previously engaged in the Centre’s 
programmes was formed to work 
with and guide the kindergarten 
teachers.
 
5) An online communication 
board was created for discussion 
of lesson plans among teachers 
and the Centre’s researchers.
 
6) A number of articles on early 
childhood were translated.

Second. Walid and Helen Kattan 
Science and Education Project
1) A project work team was ap-
pointed. 

2) Private offices were rented and 
equipped.
 
 

Training in Animation in 
Education as part of the 
Comprehensive Development of 
Kindergarten Project

From a tree-planting activity in 
the village of Aboud as part of 
the Olive Tree Project

A cleaning day as part of the 
project Deir Qaddis is Clean
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3) The project’s staff were en-
gaged in the Centre’s activities in 
order to integrate them into its 
team.
 
4) Preliminary meetings were held 
to review the project’s concept.
 
5) Several introductory and ex-
ploratory workshops within the 
professional development pro-
gramme were held with teachers 
in an attempt to select targeted 
schools. 
 
6) The 2012-2013 work plan was 
developed.
 
7) Field trips were carried out in 
light of the plan.
 
8) Several public activities with 
teachers and students were 
conducted within the informal 
programme in an attempt to raise 
local scientific literacy.

Third. Languages and Social Sci-
ences Track
- This initiative continued with 
the Professional Development 
Programme for Kindergarten 
Teachers in cooperation with the 
Trust of Programmes for Early 
Childhood Family and Community 
Education. 

- Teachers involved in the Profes-
sional Development Programme 
for Kindergarten Teachers were 
engaged in other Centre pro-
grammes, including the Drama in 
Education Programme.
 
- Teachers were supported in writ-
ing and publishing their reflec-
tions and experiences in educa-
tion.
 
- An initiative entitled Education 
through Project-Based Learning 
was launched and developed. 

Eleven schools started their own 
projects. 
 
- Oral History Education was 
launched to support the process of 
understanding history. 

Fourth. Interactive sites

1. Teachers’ forums organised 
periodical activities with teachers 
in their respective locations on 
several topics including education, 
culture, arts and current social 
issues. 

2. The Centre’s libraries in Ramal-
lah and Gaza received new and 
high quality additions of books 
and films. 

Fifth. Teacher centres
The Nilin Teacher Centre prepared 
and implemented an annual work 
plan in coordination with the Cen-
tre. The annual plan is comprehen-
sive in terms of targeting teachers, 
children and parents, and also 
in terms of its range of work, 
covering the fields of teacher 
professional development through 
Project-Based Learning, history, 
kindergarten teacher training, 
cinema clubs and workshops in the 
arts and storytelling. 

Sixth. Spaces for expression
1) Three issues of Ru’a Tarbawi-
yya were released and published 
including special files on teaching 
history, drama, as well as on teach-
ers’ stories.
 
2) A research project on autism 
was launched. The project is a 
unique initiative in Palestine, 
dealing with autism in schools on 
a long-term perspective. The pro-
gramme itself is the subject of a 
PhD thesis by the project supervi-
sor. Two research projects on the 

reality of education for the autistic 
were also launched.
 
3) The English language clubs in 
the Gaza Strip schools continued 
their activities.
 
4) Teacher, supervisor and school 
principal meetings continued as 
part of teachers forums.
 
5) Several researchers and re-
searching teachers started two 
research projects on the reality of 
education in Gaza.
 
6) Selected studies were translated 
into Arabic as part of the theoreti-
cal content of the Teacher Profes-
sional Development Programme. 

Sixth. Al-Qaddoumi – Qattan 
Scholarship 
1) Two new scholarships for teach-
ers in drama and special education 
were provided.
 
2) A teacher graduated with a 
Master’s degree in the drama 
field. 

3) A draft for developing the 
scholarship project was prepared, 
and will be in action in 2013
 
 

A workshop on energy 
conducted by Professor Roger 
Hinrichs for physics teachers as 
part of the Walid and Helen 
Kattan Science Education 
Project

A course on Zone of 
Proximal Development, 
a teaching and learning 
approach conducted for early 
childhood professionals as 
part of the Comprehensive 
Development of 
Kindergarten Project

Sawsan Mari conducting a 
course in process drama with 
early childhood professionals 
as part of the Comprehensive 
Development of 
Kindergarten Project
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Library

Library visitors 

Branch Number of visitors  Average daily visitors  

Gaza  3,763  13  
 

Ramallah  4,732  16  
 
 

Total registered library content by category: 
 
Library sections 

Branch Total References Theses Audio-visual Periodicals Books  

Ramallah 15,254 629 301 911 2,624 10,789  
  Arabic: 507 Arabic: 280 Arabic: 568 Arabic: 1,344 Arabic: 8,861
  English: 122 English: 21 English: 343 English: 1,280 English: 2128

Gaza 13,710 2,266 251 1,200 1,251 8,742
  Educational
  Archives 

Resources 

1) Ru’a Tarbawiyya
Issues 35, 36 and 37 were released and covered diverse educational issues such as education, childhood, teach-
ers’ professional development and several important educational files, both theoretical and practical, including 
“Dorothy Heathcote and Drama in Education” and “Learning History - A Different Overview”.

2) Books
“Drama for Learning: Dorothy Heathcote’s Mantle of the Expert Approach to Education” by Dorothy Heath-
cote and Gavin Bolton, March 2012.

“Drama Worlds: A Framework for Process Drama” by Cecily O’Neill, March 2012.

3) Translations 
The Centre translated numerous materials in the fields of drama in education, animation in education, educa-
tional technology, educational games, self-development and leadership.

Training for early childhood 
professionals conducted by 
expert Allen Ashby as part of 
the Early Childhood project

Librarians from Haifa and Umm 
al-Fahm visit the Qattan Centre 
for Educational Research and 
Development’s library

Researcher Maha Barzaq in 
an activity with the English 
Language Club in Gaza



2928

Seven years after its launching, the Qattan Centre for the Child has marked a 
national milestone in children’s cultural development in the Gaza Strip. Like 
the children of Gaza, the Centre has matured under difficult conditions. It  
has been developing its experience and expertise with children, parents and 
child-care professionals whilst providing rich and modern opportunities for 
children in an increasingly challenging environment.

New partnerships paved the way for the expansion of the Centre’s activities, 
which has facilitated the reaching of large numbers of children across 
the Gaza Strip. Jointly with our partners, it approached local parents and 
their children under the age of six through long-term projects including 
family literary projects in schools and kindergartens, as well as in social and 
cultural centres. In addition, the Centre contributed to the development 
and rehabilitation of six kindergartens, as well as enabling the high quality 
development of the Al-Maghazi Community Rehabilitation Society’s building 
and library service. It also provided child development services in the 
underprivileged area of Al-Samouni.

For the first time, the Centre provided a well equipped mobile library that 
travelled around the Gaza Strip during the summer, reaching out to a large 
number of children in marginalised areas accompanied by diverse cultural 
and recreational activities.
 
 
Establishment of new long-term partnerships:

Partnership for Development
The “Partnership for Development” project, co-funded by the Drosos 
Foundation, continued for the second year in a row, aiming to renovate the 
building of Al-Maghazi Community Rehabilitation Society, as well as enhance 
its library services by building its library staff capacity. The library opened to 
the public in October in a ceremony attended by a large crowd drawn from 
the local community. 

Library subscriber numbers exceeded 1,500 in the first three months. The 
library offers book lending and internal reading services, along with diverse 
cultural and recreational activities, including a family literacy programme 
with its various meetings on playing and doll-making, in addition to training 
courses in computer and information technology for children and parents.

Qattan 
Centre for
THE CHILD

Children plant flowers as part 
of World Water Day activities

Children play with puppets at 
the Qattan Centre for the Child 
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For a Happy Childhood

In partnership with the Welfare 
Association, the project aimed to 
develop six kindergartens in the 
Gaza Strip, in cooperation with 
Al-Tufula Centre in Nazareth, 
Early Childhood Resources 
Centre in Jerusalem and Arab 
Resource Collective in Lebanon. 
The programme continued into 
its second year, during which 
a training course was held for 
kindergarten principals and 
managers in kindergarten-
affiliated associations. Through 
the “Working with Parents” 
programme, several activities 
were carried out for children 
and parents including doll-
making, story in drama, and 
the “From one Child Carer to 
Another” programme, where 
childcare professionals at 
kindergartens were trained on 
child development and education 
issues, in addition to rehabilitating 
kindergarten infrastructure and 
developing outdoor playgrounds.

Child-friendly Area (Samouni 
Family Project) 

In cooperation with Friends of 
Waldorf Education, the Centre 
continued to provide support for 
children affected by war in the 
Samouni area through providing 
cultural and recreational activities 
for children and parents. A 
mothers’ club was established, as 
well as another for the eradication 
of illiteracy among adults, 
particularly among parent. 
 

Create “Ibda’a”: The Mobile 
Library 

Funded by the Swiss Agency for 
Development and Cooperation, 
and through its Outreach Service 
Programme, the Centre reached 

12 schools and several community 
associations, and provided cultural 
and recreational services for over 
9,600 children in marginalised 
areas across the Gaza Strip. Visits 
to the Centre were also facilitated 
to give children in remote and 
marginalized areas opportunities 
to enjoy the Centre’s services. 
 

Our Summer is Nicer 

Funded by the Welfare 
Association to provide cultural 
and recreational services to 450 
orphan children who lost their 
parents during the war on Gaza, 
the Centre’s Outreach Service 
Programme provided a variety of 
cultural and recreational activities, 
including popular games, book 
fairs, storytelling and recreational 
trips.
 

Read and Enjoy: Mobile 
Library 

In partnership with the Goethe 
Institute and with co-funding 
from Bank of Palestine, the 
mobile library bus made its first 
appearance in the Gaza Strip 
during the summer and received 
over 4,800 children channelled 
through 25 local associations, 
including schools, public spaces 
and hospitals.
 

Strengthening 
Communication with Parents 
of Primary School Students 

In partnership with the Norwegian 
Refugee Council, the Outreach 
Service Programme worked with 
six elementary schools in Central 
Gaza Strip and east of Gaza City 
to enhance communication with 
parents of elementary school 
children. This was achieved 
through training several 

teachers on “Family Literacy”. 
Parents’ clubs were established, 
and several activities bringing 
children and parents together 
were conducted, along with a 
number of entertaining shows and 
seminars for parents. 
 

Once Upon a Time 
 
Funded by Abraj Capital through 
the Welfare Association, and 
in partnership with Al-Widad 
Society for Social Rehabilitation, 
the first stage of the project was 
completed and included providing 
cultural and recreational services 
to more than 1,000 orphaned 
children who lost their parents 
in the war on Gaza in 2008. 
Children’s winter break was 
enriched with a large number of 
diverse and captivating activities, 
including entertaining science 
experiments, popular games, 
intellectual games, puzzles, 
drama, storytelling and reading, 
in addition to community service 
such as visiting children’s wards 
in hospitals and decorating their 
rooms. Older children served their 
community by helping strawberry 
farmers in Beit Lahia harvest their 
crops.

“House and Houses” Sabat 
Al-Alami

Funded by the Forum 
Interprofessionnel Francophone 
de Gaza, the project highlighted 
Palestinian architectural heritage, 
with the aim of raising children’s 
awareness of the importance 
of its preservation. The project 
organised several artistic and 
awareness-raising activities in 
related fields such as fine arts, 
painting, design, dabka, choral 
singing and theatre. Seminars and 
gatherings were also organised 
for parents to address the state 

Children play in the early 
childhood play area

A child reads at the Qattan 
Centre for the Child’s library

A child participating in Global 
Campaign for Education 
activities
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of Gazan architectural heritage in 
Sabat Al-Alami area. The Centre 
for Architectural Heritage “Iwan” 
also participated in organising 
awareness-raising seminars on 
built heritage. 
 
The Second Palestinian 
Science Festival 

During its second year, and in 
partnership with the Consulate 
General of France in Jerusalem/
French Cultural Centres Network, 
Al-Azhar University, the Union 
of Health Care Committees and 
Tamer Institute for Community 
Education, the Centre organised 
interactive and playful scientific 
learning events as part of the 
festival, including the science 
factory, science magic, inventions 
through time, 3D films, puzzles 
and thinking games. Over 2,400 
school children and visitors 
attended the activities.
 

Activities and programmes 
with partner organisations: 
 
The Centre continued to build 
local partnerships and develop its 
social contributions. The Centre’s 
staff, children and parents helped 
local farmers in the olive harvest 
season and engaged in several 
other activities, including soap 
making, olive season-themed 
popular games, olive preparation, 
as well as story and drama 
activities. 

In collaboration with the Teacher 
Creativity Centre, the Centre 
carried out the “Big Story” 
programme, which highlighted 
stories of women throughout 
history who pursued education 
and knowledge in the face of  
challenges. The programme 
researched and gathered 
information on 150 pioneering 
Arab women from different eras, 

and showcased them to  Centre 
visitors. A variety of activities 
were also held as part of the 
programme.

In partnership with the “Youth 
Initiative for the Defence of 
Prisoners’ Rights”, the Centre 
organised an open day on the 
occasion of the Palestinian Child’s 
Day. On another occasion, and in 
cooperation with Goethe Institute, 
the Centre ran a workshop for 
children on a story entitled “All 
his Little Ducks.” The workshop 
included storytelling and drama 
activities.

In cooperation with the “Young 
Palestinian Filmmakers Society”, 
the Centre hosted part of the 
International Youth Film Festival, 
and screened nine Palestinian 
films before an audience of 200 
artists, authors, intellects, and 
interested youth. 
 
 
The Centre also worked with a 
group of children and parents of 
Ard Al-Insan Benevolent Society 
and held various cultural activities 
for 250 beneficiaries.

In partnership with the American 
Near East Refugee Aid (ANERA), 
the Centre implemented a 
training programme entitled 
“Positive Parenting and Reading 
Strategies” for social activists 
and childcare professionals. 
The training addressed themes 
including positive parenting, 
reading strategies, family literacy, 
and the drama-based teaching 
approach known as Mantle of the 
Expert. 

In addition, the Centre partnered 
with UNICEF, Addameer Prisoners 
Support and Human Rights 
Association and the Coastal 
Municipal Water Utility to execute 

various activities for school 
children on the occasion of World 
Water Day. Together with the 
Gaza Music School, the Centre 
held several sessions on interactive 
music, as well as a range of artistic 
and singing shows.

Children’s clubs organised their 
activities under several slogans, 
including ‘April’s Flowers’, 
‘The Young Doing Grown Up 
Jobs’,’Once Upon a Time’, 
and ‘House of Tales’. Children 
continued to join the Centre’s 
clubs, including its Science Cub, 
Little Painter’s Club, Choral Club 
and Performing Arts Club. The 
clubs presented the children 
with opportunities to show their 
talents and nurture their abilities.

Through its Family Literacy 
Programme, the Centre provided 
a variety of activities including 
the Parents’ Club; the programme 
“We Learn Together”, and the 
Community-Parent Education 
Programme (COPE). The COPE 
promoted an active learning 
atmosphere and gave guidance 
on effective involvement of 
children in the education process. 
Weekly parents’ meetings 
were conducted, in addition to 
numerous seminars and artistic 
events promoting reading and 
guiding parents on positive 
parenting practices.

Several celebrations and special 
events were also held including: 
Palestinian Reconciliation Day, 
Palestine Child Day, International 
Children’s Day, 1948 Nakba 
(Catastrophe) Day, Mother’s Day, 
the Centre’s six year anniversary, 
the closing ceremony of 2011 
summer events, and the launch of 
a historic book. All these events 
included recreational, artistic and 
other meaningful activities for a 
large number of children.

 
Library: provided services in numbers 
 
 

Number of subscribers since opening:  24,563
Valid subscriptions:  12,860
Number of borrowed items (outside institution): 56,268
Number of internal reading materials : 161,002
Female percentage of borrowers : 59%
Male percentage of borrowers : 41%
Number of visitors : 49,927
Number of computer moves: 4,614
Total number of library content: 111,851
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